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af Jowner and president Jordan

indbo says that is exactly what he learned
3 a competitor in the Plumbing and Gas
tting category at WorldSkills.
“| believe in being world-class — from read-
ig the blueprint, through every aspect of the

Profile job, to the handshake with
Wiine: _the customer ir? showcas-
rdan Hindbo ing the final finished prod-
Skill Area: ur:t_." says the Req Deer
umbing resident. "[:Tverythlng has
Hemiakgwiic to be the pinnacle of
«d Deer excgl]ence."
Neooladas: Hindbo represented
th-place finish Canada at the 1999
(thegggg WorldSkills Competition in
SrldSkills in Montreal, placing sixth,
sitrieal After that, he took his

competition experience

1d built a company on it.
“I feel the skills are a personal challenge to
1owcase my career and promote the disci-
ine of plumbing” says Hindbo.

Did you know?

Hindbo feels the quest for perfection is
imy Lgnt inbuilding.confidence as a trgdgs’-
rel peoplq,nqqd to @p ECIat&
uired in theskﬂl of plurnbmg \
Faises Skills/Gomfipéterioes’ Banadayiil:
partlcular for bringing attention to his trade.
By focusing on piping and technical require-
ments, the competition mixes knowledge with
hands-on application, he says.

Plumbing tradespeople install water,
drainage and heating pipes for residential,
commercial and industrial sites. The respon-
sibility of reading blueprints to determine sys-
tem layout, connections and obstructions
requires good math skills, and analytical
thinking is essential, he says.

Tasks can include gas and compressed air
pipe installations, calculating specialized
water systems and installing visible fittings
such as showers and basins.

Hindbo continues to transfer the skills he
learned from WorldSkills to his work. During
the Competition, Hindbo learned an artistic
form of plumbing, different from what he
does every day, but essential in promoting
the precision of installation.

— Photos: Chad Hipolito

“Few people do heat bending anymore,” he
says. "Plastic pipe fittings that can be
crimped together are more popular now.”

Nearly a decadgdfter competing at
WorldSkills, Hindba stillifeels he has plenty to
prove. And as an alumnus, he feels he still
has a world-class reputati

“| believe in straight, square:
says Hindbo. “If it isn't exactly thatithen.it
isn't world-class.”

— Teri McKinnon

More than 800,000 square feet of competition space is needed
WorldSkills Calgary 2009 at Stampede Park in Calgary.




ordan Hindbo, a 20 year
old 3rd year plumbing
apprentice with Mort-
an-Son Plumbing, is in
extensive training for the
privilege to represent
Canada at the World Trade
Competitions in Montreal in
the Fall of 1999. Jordan re-
cently won the gold medal in
Alberta's Skills Canada com-
petitions, and came in first
place in the under 22 age cat-
egory in the Canadian cham-
pionship competitions held
in Vancouver earlier this year.
He was also one of Merit's top
apprentices in 1998.
The Canadian competition
consisted of a comprehen-

Merit’s Top Apprentice

contender for world skills competition

sive residential bathroom
layout requiring sketch lay-
outs, material take-off lists,
use of unusual fittings, mini-
mum visits to the “parts
store” and actually construct-
ing the bathroom. All of his
work was timed, monitored
consistently by industry
judges, and then inspected
and marked. Jordan's skill,
competency and craftsman-
ship won him the right to con-
tinue his quest towards the
World competitions.

Since starting his appren-
ticeship, Jordan has worked
for Mort-an-Son Plumbing
for the past three years on
many projects and is cur-

rently working on a
new University of
Calgary residence.

Jordan credits
his
Mortenson, for

boss, Norm
much of his success.
Norm is a teacher,
coach and mentor to
Jordan and has
helped sharpen his
knowledge, skills
and abilities.
These days, Jor-
dan is in extensive
hands-on training
for the Worlds. He
was in Montreal re-
cently where Skills
Canada set a specific train-
ing program and schedule. In
November, he will spend
several days in Quebec City
for specialist training and
psychological preparation.
February 1999 will see him
in Kitchener for more train-
ing and preparation. His next
major competition is in
Kitchenerin June 1999 where
he competes against two
other plumbers foraspot on
Team Canada and then, if he
wins, the Worlds in Montreal.
Jordan says he likes his
trade and the challenges
and complexity of commer-
cial work. His positive atti-
tude, skills, initiative and
perseverance have contrib-

Jordan Hindbo
One of Merit's 1998 Apprentice of the

Year award winner, gold medal winner in

Alberta’s Skills Canada competition and

contender for the world skills competition.

| uted to his success in the

plumbing trade and he in-
tends to move into supervi-
sory and management roles
in the future.

Jordan's message to young
people looking at his trade is
to try it, work hard, learn eve-
rything possible, latch on to
a supportive and under-
standing journeyman who
will be ateacherand mentor,
and acquire as many trade
related skills as possible.

Merit is pleased to con-
gratulate and support Jor-
dan in his quest to com-
pete in the World competi-
tions and we wish him all
the success he so obviously

| deserves. /DY
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County Home To
Talented Tradesman

Alison Delker
The Olds Gazette

Forty

young

Canadians will be rep- .

resenting the country
at the World Skills
Competition in
November, and one of
these Canadians
comes right out of the
Town of Olds.

Jordan Hindbo, a 21-
year-old plumber from
Olds will be compet-
ing in one of the
biggest trade competi-
tions to ever grace
Canadian soil.

“It will be pretty
neat to represent
Canada,” Hindbo said.

The announcement
came after the closing
ceremonies of the
National Skills com-
petition in Kitchener,
Ontario.

Of the 40 Canadians
selected to go on to
the world competition,
'10 are from Alberta.

—

The World Skills
Competition will dis-
play 35 different

trades from mieghan-:

ics to cooking, with 34
different countries
represented.

The competition will
run from Nov. 11 to 14
in Montreal, Quebec.

Hindbo’s next step
will be to practice his
techniques, because
the judges are
extremely meticulous.

Two individuals from
Carstairs, Jesse
Burton and Bryce
Diamond, and Ron
Billings also competed
in the National Skills
Competition in
Kitchener Ontario.

The team 1rom
Carstairs won silver
in the Provincial
Skills. Competltlon
for computer anima-
tion, and they are
happy with their per-
formance at
Kitchener.

“Most people don’t
even get this far,”
Burton said.

Burton said that the
team will be working
together next year
and will compete in
the Provincial Skills
Competition again.

“If  we go to
Canadians again,

that would be great,”
Burton said.
Ron Billings from

Olds competed his
last year at the
National Skills
Competition finishing
seventh overall.
Although Billings
would’ve liked to go
on to the worlds com-

petition he said that
he was happy to have
competed at all.

“It was a great expe-
rience,” Billings said.
“I still beat another
12 competitors in the
country.”




Trades__
students

advance
to worlds

By JIM LOZERON
Advocate staff

Two Central Alberta apprentices
have landed berths on a national
team chosen for an Olympic-style
trades competition.

Robert Waite, 22, of Red Deer and
Jordan Hindbo, 21, of Olds are among
just 40 young trades people, including
10 Albertans, selected for the squad to
take part in the World Skills Competi-
tion.

Sponsored by the International Vo-
cational Training Organization, the
four-day event will be held in Montre-
al’s Olympic Stadium, Nov. 11-14.

About 600 youth from 34 countries
are expected to vie for medals in 40
separate trades.

Waite is a fourth-year electrical ap-
prentice employed by Studon Electric
and Controls, located on the city’s
north side.

Hirdbo, meantime, has only a year
to go to get his four-year plumbing
and gas fitting ticket. He works in
Calgary.

The award-winning apprentices
qualified for the national team after
placing first in their respective trades
during national playdowns in Ontario
last week.

Skills Canada competitions —
sponsored by private enterprise and
provincial and federal governments —
are designed to raise the profile of
trade-related careers among young
people.

Competitions typically involve an
academic component (such as writing
a multiple-choice test) and a practical
component (such as repairing an auto-
mobile or installing a plumbing sys-
tem).

Waite defeated an electrical ap-
prentice from Quebec to capture the

VILVE DISCHNE EELNGEN
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 performance

»  Not everyone likes to have their
best bathroom work timed, monitored, -
marked and pressure-tested, but to
Jordan Hindbo of Olds, it isallina
day’s work, The 20-year-old plumber
of the Year alter taking top honours in
“comprehensive bathroom layout” at
the Skills Canada trades competition.
held in Vancouver in November. Next
fall, the third-year Red Deer College
student will compete in the World
Trade Competitions in Montreal.
“Plumbing is not a very accurate




Member Employee Three Time Winner

ordan Hindbo, a 20

year old 3rd year

plumbing appren-

tice with Mort-an-
Son Plumbing, is in extensive
training for the privilege to
represent Canada at the
World Trade Competitions in
Montreal in the fall of 1999.
Jordan recently won the gold
medal in Alberta's Skills
Canada competitions, and
came in first place in the un-
der 22 age cateory in the Ca-
nadian championship com-
petitions in Vancouver earlier
this year. He was also one of
Merit's top apprentices in
1998 and was recognized at

Merit's Annual General Meet- |

ing in Calgary this spring.
The Canadian competition

consisted of a comprehen- |

sive residential bathroom
layout requiring sketch lay-
outs, material take off lists,
use of unusual fittings, mini-
mum visits to the “parts
store” and actually construct-
ing the bathroom. All of his
work was timed, monitored
consistently by industry
judges, and then inspected

and marked. Jordan's skill, |

competency and craftsman-
ship won him the right to con-
tinue his quest towards the
world competitions.

Jordan took his technical
instruction at SAIT in his first
period and his second and
third periods at Red Deer
College. He has worked for
Mort-an-Son Plumbing for
the past three years on many
projects including the
Fletchers Hog Plant in Red

‘ Deer, Whiskey Jack Lodge in
Lake Louise, a school in
Douglasdale and a Canadian
Tire and Safeway in south

working on a new University
of Calgary residence.

Jordan also credits his
boss, Norm Mortenson, for
| much of his success. Norm is
a teacher, coach and mentor
to Jordan and has helped
sharpen Jordan's knowledge,
skills and abilities.

These days, Jordan isin ex-
tensive hands-on training for
the Worlds. He was in Mon-
| treal recently where Skills
Canada set a specific training
program and schedule. In
November, he spends sev-

specialist training and psy-
chological preparation. Feb-
ruary 1999 will see him in

and preparation. His next
major competition is in
Kitchenerin June 1999 where
" he competes against two
other plumbers for a spot on
Team Canada and then, the
Worlds in Montreal.

Jordan says he likes his
trade and the challenges and
complexity of commercial
work. His positive attitude,
| skills, initiative and
perserverance have contrib-
uted to his success in the
plumbing trade and he in-
tends to move into supervi-

in the future. His longer trade
‘ career goals include settling
‘ down in the country on a

| small farm, working in the |

Calgary. Currently Jordan is |

eral days in Quebec City for |

Kitchener for more training |

sory and management roles |

trade, tinkering and invent-
ing something.

Jordan's message to young
people looking at his trade is
to try it, work hard, learn eve-
rything possible, latchonto a
supportive and understand-
ing journeyman who will be a
teacher and mentor, and ac-
quire as many trade related

skills as possible. Jordan's |

positive attitude and his dem-
onstrated willingness to learn
are also important factors in
his tremendous success in his
field, at a young age.

Merit is pleased to con-
gratulate and support Jordan
in his quest to compete in the

| World competitions and we

wish him all the success he
so obviously deserves.




Young plumbers compete

anada’s  National  Skills

Competition in Plumbing

took place in Kitchener, Ont.
June 2-6. A total of 12 apprentices
competed after having qualified in
provincial skills competitions.

Three Ontario competitors came
out on top with Enrico Casciato tak-
ing gold, Giovanni Arena (silver) and
Robert Adams (bronze). Other
provincial winners and national com-
petitors were: Jamesis Pitseolak,
Nunavut; Peter Andruchuk and Derek
Fast, Manitoba; Darin Shumka and
Chris Buhalis, B.C.; Alban Neves,
Nova Scotia; Warren Wourms,
Northwest  Territories; Matthew
Lindberg and Michael Jerrett, Alberta.

At the provincial level, competi-
tors had to rough in, finish and install
fixtures for a three-piece bathroom.

At the national level, they had
to do the same for a four-piece
bathroom.

While the nationals were being
held in Kitchener, a similar but perhaps
more significant competition was being
held at nearby Contestoga College,

Announcements

reports Todd
Mathiesen, a judge
at the B.C. provin-
cial  competition
and national event.
Last year’s
national event win-
ners (under age 21) Jordon Hindbo
competed for a
spot on the Canadian National Team

which will represent the country
at the 35th Annual World
Skills Competition in Montreal
Nov. 11-14. Winning the spot was
Jordan Hindbo of Aldo, Alberta.
He works for Morton-Son
Plumbing, a subsidiary of
Botting & Associates. He won
the Canadian Skills Competition
in Vancouver last year. ¥

From left, in front, National Skills Competition
winners are John Arena (silver], Enrico Casciato
(gold) and Robert Adams (bronze). Behind them
is Lou Tarsitano, who has instructed all three at
George Brown College in Toronto.
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Apprentices excel

Two Red Deer College

apprentices have

qualified to compete in
" the World Skills

 competition next month -

t Waite and
Jordan Hmdle will
compete inthe event
Nov. 11-14. Waite is an
electrical apprentlce '
while Hindle is learning
plumbing. Both won a
qualification event in -

E Ime _nton followed by

And é;ﬁnal qualifying

g\tf‘ent in Kitchener, Ont.
m;nﬂetﬂlon

' consists of mock set-ups

of actual fle[dwork The

Medal winner

A Red Deer College
student has wired his
way to a bronze medal
in the World Skills
Competition in Montreal.
Apprenticeship student
Robert Waite brings
home the bronze in the
commercial wiring
section of the
competition. He also
won the Prix de la
Nation award for being
the best candidate in the
Canadian delegation of
32 people. Waite and
college plumbing
apprentice Jordan
Hindbo competed at the
worlds after winning
provincials, nationals
and world run-off events
in their class. The skills
competition is a mock
set up of fieldwork
conditions. The
competitors are timed,
and their work is
evaluated for accuracy
and workmanship.
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Jordan Hindbo placed sixth for Canada in plumbing. (Photo by T, Mathiesen)

Skills competition tough

anada’s  Jordan Hindbo, of
‘ Dickson, Alta., placed sixth in
the plumbing category of the

35th World Skills Competition, held in
Montreal Nov. 11-14,

Hindbo was up against 17 of the
best young plumbers from around the
world, reports Todd Mathiesen, who
attended the competition. The gold
medal in plumbing went to Hyung Gu
Lee of Korea. Judging was tough. All
measurements had to be within 2 mm.

Other  Canadian  contestants
included Frederic Martin of Lavaltrie,

—— e

Que., who placed fourth in refrigera-
tion and David Warkentin of Coaldale,
Alta. who placed seventh in sheet m etal,

Competitors are high school, col-
lege or apprenticeship students under
22 years of age.

The next World Skills Competition
takes place in September, 2001, in
Seoul, South Korea. Provincial and
regional qualifying competitions begin
this spring. Those who qualify will
compete in a national competition in
Quebec City. For more information,
check www.skillscanada.com, #

—_—




Merit Apprentice to Represent Canada in World Skills Competition

Jordan Hindbo is a plumbing apprentice who has had great
success in the Skills Canada trades competitions. After
winning in Alberta, he went on to win the national competition
last year in Vancouver. Last month in Kitchener Ontario,
Jordan competed in a run-off competition with other top
apprentices from the national finals to determine who would
represent Canada at the World Skills Competition.

After this four day event Jordan came out on top again.
Jordan described the Kitchener competition as tough, in that
the competition involved 20 hours of assembling a complicated
plumbing installation that included a variety of different
materials and fixtures some of which he had no prior
experience with,

On November 11" to 14" this year Jordan will travel to
Montreal for the world competition being held in Canada for
the first time. The Olympic Stadium will be the site for the
competition where Canada’s top apprentices will match their
trade skills against apprentices from 38 countries in 35
different trade categories.

Jordan is employed by long-time Merit member Mort-An-
Son Plumbing, a company working for Botting & Associates,
another strong Merit supporter. He is nearing the completion
of his apprenticeship and is enrolled for 4" year technical
school classes in January.

Our congratulations go out to Jordan as well as best wishes
for success in Montreal in November. * =




Jorcan rlindoo
Shines at the 35th World
Skills Competition

ith relatively little fan-
fare, an international
competition was held in

Montreal in November 1999 in
which members of Team Canada
99 shone. The 35th World Skills
Competition drew 611 topnotch
competitors from 34 countries. The
competition was fierce, pressured
and exhausting. Jordan Hindbo,
from Olds, Alberta, represented
Canada in the plumbing and gas
fitting category and was awarded
one of Canada’s nine certificates.

The competitions consist of
mock set ups of actual fieldwork
conditions in specific skill areas.
The competitors are timed and
their work is measured for accura-
cy and workmanship. Contenders
qualify for the provincial levels
based on their grades at post-sec-
ondary institutions. In order to
compete at the World’s, students
first must win at the provincial,
national levels and World Skill’s
Run-Off Competition.

“It was very exhausting and
very pressured. At the Alberta
Skills Competition and the Nation-
als I let the pressure get to me but
for the World'’s I was under control
and calm. I worked with a sports
psychologist on how to cope with
pressure and the media. That real-
ly, really taught me how to focus. I
learned to relax and plot out my
moves. It was an awesome experi-
ence. I met so many people from
other countries and realized how
small the world really is and that
people are just out there making a
living,” said Jordan, a fourth year

by Julie Domvile

plumbing student at Red Deer Col-
lege.

The whole experience cost Mr.
Hindbo very little other than time.
His employer, Botting and Associ-
ates Mechanical Contractors, paid
for his plane tickets to the events,
and Skills Canada and other spon-
sors paid for hotels and expenses.
Mr. Hindbo is very grateful to his
sponsors: Westburne Plumbing
Supply, PCL Constructors Inc.,
Merit Contractors Association, Red
Deer College and MCA Alberta.

“This opportunity has given me
self-confidence. Now I think I can
walk into any office, anywhere,
show them my portfolio and have
a job,” said Jordan, of the experi-
ence of participating in the compe-
titions.

Shaun Thorsen, Executive
Director of Skills Canada Alberta,
noted, “This was the first time
Alberta has been represented at the
World’s. We can now try to
improve on the process of entering
a student by providing additional
training. We’ve had great support
from industry and employers. It’s
a wonderful opportunity for any
student.”

Skills Canada Alberta, a mem-
ber of Skills Canada National orga-
nization, is a non-profit association
that endeavors to enhance the
development of trades and techno-
logical education in Alberta’s
schools. The organization was cre-
ated through a joint venture
between business, industry, labour,
education and government.

The provincial and national

Mechanical Contractors Associations of Alberta, B.C., Manitoba & Saskatchewan 2000

skills competitions are a wonderful
experience for a student who
wants to excel at their trades. In
the spring, provincial and territori-
al competitions are held for sec-
ondary and post secondary stu-
dents in technologies and skilled
trades, and in some cases, leader-
ship contests. The World Skills
Competitions are organized every
two years by the International
Vocational Training Organization
(IVTO) headquartered in Zurich,
Switzerland and test participants
in 41 trades and technologies. The
next World’s Competition will be
held in 2001. *>

" ALBERTA

May 4, 2000

Southern Alberta Institute of
Technology Campus, Calgary
www.planet.eon.net/ ~skillsab /ski
lls.html

BRITISH COLUMBIA
April 14, 2000

Vancouver Convention and
Exhibition Center, Vancouver
www.skillscanada.bc.ca

MANITOBA

April 13, 2000

Red River Community College,
Winnipeg
www.skillscanada.mb.ca
SASKATCHEWAN

April 7-8, 2000

Carleton Comprehensive High
School, Prince Albert

www.cableregina.com/business/
skills
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‘0lds Man Places Fourth
in World Competition

Chris Puglia
The Olds Gazette
Eight Albertans had the oppor-
tunity to visit Montreal from
November 11 - 14 to showcase
their skill and creativity at the
35th World Skills Competition.
The World Skills competition is
an international event focused on

" trades and technical skills.

Among the eight Albertans was
Olds man Jordan Hindbo who now
resides in Red Deer.

Hindbo, a plumber by trade,
said the competition was a great
experience.

“It was quite an experience to
see people from all over the world
and the fact that I was there gave
me confidence,” said Hindbo.

- The competition lasted four

days but the competitors had the
opportunity to be in Montreal for
10 days so they could practice
and unwind before and after the
event.

“The first few days I toured with
people from all over the world
and on the last night there was a
Much . Music dance party,” said
Hindbo.

The competition went well for
Hindbo who was one of the first
to complete his circuit, and he
says he expected to do a lot bet-
ter than he did.

. “I was the second one finished

and when I was done a lot of peo-
ple were cheering and clapping
and a few guaranteed I would

“how to make templates,”

get a medal but when it' came

down to it I tied for f0urth sald,

Hindbo.

There were 19 competltors in
Hindbo’s class.

A fourth place ranking was
quite an achievement for Hindbo
who had to learn a few new tech-
niques before competing.

“It was all European pipe bend-
ing, I had to go there and learn
said
Hindbo. “Here in Canada we just
use fittings and we don’t bother
bending pipe.”

One of the best parts of the four
day competition was being able
to see other trades in action and
compare the differences between
trades from country to country.

“»It was neat to walk around
and see all the other competi-
tions and different tools and not
only in my trade.”

From here Hindbo will be doing

some work up north until
January when he goes back to
school in Red Deer to complete
his four year program.

Alberta had ‘second highest
number of competitors on Team
Canada.

“Alberta’s strong representa-

. tion at the the World Skills

Competition is a fine example of
the excellent work being done in
the area of apprenticeship and
skills-based training in our
province,” said Learning
Minister Dr. Lyle Oberg.

Alberta has approximately 9
per cent of the working competi-
tion but it trains approximately
18 per cent of Canada’s appren-

tices according to Stats Canada.

World skills competitors are
chosen because of their success
in both provincial and national
competitions.

Weather Beport

e Wednesday, December 1, mainly

sunny with a high of -2°C.

e Thursday, December 2, mainly -
cloudy with a high of 0°C and low of

+-10°C.

e Friday, December 3, mainly sunny
with a low of -14°C and high of -3°C.
e Saturday, December 4, mainly.
cloudy with a low of -11°C'and a high

of +2°C.




